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(4) provide assistance and training to law en-
forcement agencies, State and local govern-
ments, nonprofit organizations and other indi-
viduals involved in the criminal justice system
in matters related to missing adults; (5) pro-
vide assistance to families in locating missing
adults; and (6) assist in public notification of
missing adults and victim advocacy. The bill
authorizes $4 million annually for fiscal years
2008 through 2018.

D. MY PAST AMENDMENTS ON ELDER JUSTICE BILLS

In similar elder legislation, namely the Elder
Justice Act and the Elder Abuse Victims Act,
| co-sponsored amendments with Ms. MAXINE
WATERS of California to provide funding to
State, Local, and non-profit programs to locate
missing elderly. Specifically, my amendment
would allow a voluntary electronic monitoring
pilot program to assist with the elderly when
they are reported missing. In these particular
bills, my amendment would allow the Attorney
General, in consultation with the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, to issue grants to
states and local government to carry out pilot
programs to provide voluntary electronic moni-
toring services to elderly individuals to assist
in the location of such individuals when they
are reported missing.

| also offered an amendment in the elder
justice acts that would have allowed the elder-
ly to wear a bracelet so it would make it easier
to find a lost elderly patient in the event that
he or she was lost. This amendment was ac-
cepted and successfully reported out of the
House Judiciary Committee last term. If | were
provided the opportunity, | would have offered
my amendment again and would have re-
quired that H.R. 632 contain provisions that
would allow for the use of a bracelet pilot pro-
gram. The bracelet pilot program would allow
elderly, at their election, to wear a bracelet
that would be used in helping to locate them
when they are lost. The bracelet will be unlike
existing programs because the bracelets will
be electronic and themselves would facilitate
finding a missing elderly person.

While this amendment language was ac-
cepted and successfully reported out of the
House Judiciary Committee, my language was
not included in the H.R. 632. Although my lan-
guage has not been included in this present
version of the bill, | still believe that the bill is
important.

Elder Legislation Is Important.

Elder legislation such as the legislation be-
fore us today and the prior elder bills that |
mentioned are important. As elder Americans
enter their twilight years, we must do more to
protect and ensure their safety. Nothing re-
minds me more of the necessity of this kind of
legislation than my very own experiences in
Houston, Texas. A few years ago, the family
of Sam Kirk, a native of Houston, Texas,
called me to help look for him. Mr. Kirk was
elderly and suffered from dementia. He had
wandered off and could not be located for sev-
eral days. His family looked for him for many
days but could not find him. In an act of des-
peration, they called on me to lend my serv-
ices to help them find him. | helped his family
look for him and we found him. When we
found Mr. Kirk, he was dead. He died of dehy-
dration. We searched for hours and days to
find him. It would have been easier and may
have saved a life if there was a bracelet or an
electronic monitoring program as | have long
championed in previous versions of this bill.
Even without my language, legislation that
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helps America find and take care of its lost
and missing elders is extremely important.

A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE
175TH ANNIVERSARY OF STEINER
CHEESE

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Steiner Cheese is the oldest oper-
ating cheese maker in southeastern Ohio hav-
ing celebrated its 175th anniversary this year;
and

Whereas, Steiner Cheese was founded by a
young Swiss man named Jacob Steiner in
1833. Steiner, who immigrated in search of
opportunities in America, brought with him little
more than a family bible and an old copper
Swiss Cheese kettle, and

Whereas, Mr. Steiner began to make artisan
cheeses and word of his cheese making ability
spread throughout southeastern Ohio’s farm-
ing communities reaching dairy farmers and
creating a vibrant cheese making industry;
now, therefore, be it

Resolved that along with the residents of
the 18th Congressional District, | commend
the Steiner Cheese company for 175 years of
creating high quality cheeses—keeping true to
the tenets of quality handed down by Jacob
Steiner. | also commend them on playing an
integral role in southeastern Ohio’s burgeoning
cheese industry and leaving its mark on the
economy and people of Zanesville.

————

NATIONAL NANOTECHNOLOGY INI-
TIATIVE AMENDMENTS ACT OF
2009

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2009

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in strong support of H.R. 554, the National
Nanotechnology Initiative Amendments Act of
2009. As a former Member of the Science
Committee, | am pleased to lend my support
to this important legislation brought forward
today by Chairman GORDON.

Nanotechnology represents the future of
science and information technology. These
scientific methods have already been respon-
sible for a number of products that are used
everyday in our country like car parts, cos-
metics, and first aid dressings.

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, the future of
nanotechnology holds a world of possibility in
a number of fields—including health care,
which is incredibly important to me as a physi-
cian Member of the House.

The National Nanotechnology Initiative is a
multi-agency federal program aimed at accel-
erating the discovery, development, and de-
ployment of nanometer-scale science, engi-
neering, and technology. Since its implemen-
tation in 2003, the NNI represents the federal
government’s commitment to harnessing and
developing the world’s most cutting edge tech-
nology to help keep our country competitive in
a technology-based global economy.
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H.R. 554 is a bill that builds on the success-
ful aspects of the NNI by making some im-
provements and modifications while keeping
much of the Initiative intact. For example, this
legislation  strengthens the environment,
health, and safety research component of the
NNI, and it increases the emphasis on nano-
manufacturing research and technology trans-
fer. H.R. 554 acknowledges and addresses
the need for enhanced research and edu-
cation in the field of nanotechnology and pro-
vides the framework for K—12 education in
nanotechnology that will help future genera-
tions stay at the cutting edge of scientific ad-
vances.

| am very pleased that this legislation
moved through the Science and Technology
Committee in a bipartisan manner, much like
it did in the 110th Congress. | hope that the
Senate will act on this legislation in the near
future, so this important legislation can be
signed into law by the President.

Mr. Speaker, | am very supportive of H.R.
554 and the possibility that nanotechnology
has for the future of science. | urge all of my
colleagues to support its passage.

————

HONORING THE HEROIC ACTIONS
OF THE PILOT, CREW, AND RES-
CUERS OF US AIRWAYS FLIGHT
1549

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and honor the actions of the pilot,
crew, and rescuers who risked their lives to
save the passengers of Flight 1549 on Janu-
ary 15, 2009.

US Airways Flight 1549 lost engine power
and began to fail shortly after its take off from
LaGuardia Airport in Queens, headed to Char-
lotte, North Carolina. The lives of 155 pas-
sengers and crew were at risk. Captain
Chesley B. Sullenberger Il and First Officer
Jeffery B. Skiles acted with immense valor
and dexterity to land the plane in the best op-
tion available, the Hudson River. The actions
of both of these men demonstrate that they
were cognizant of the lives on and off of the
plane and choose to avoid populated areas.
Additionally, the skilful control of the aircraft
and decisions made by Sullenberger and
Skiles allowed for the effective assistance of
flight attendants Shelia Dail, Doreen Welsh,
and Donna Dent, to prepare passengers for
the impact in a short amount of time. In this
time, passengers had to prepare for their land-
ing and from all reports they did so with great
discipline and concern for each other. Local
ferry boats, official police boats and U.S.
Coast Guard craft were incredibly quick in
their response, rescuing passengers and crew
from the near freezing water in minutes.
Thanks to the heroic efforts of all parties re-
sponsible for the passengers of Flight 1549,
155 passengers and crew survived without se-
rious injury.

As a result of the courageous initiatives
taken place by these individuals, | urge that
the House of Representatives give recognition
and credit where it is due by passing the Res-
olution introduced by our colleague from New
York, JOSEPH CROWLEY. In doing so we ap-
plaud Captain Chesley B. Sullenberger I,
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